Antibacterial drugs today. I.
Since the development of the sulphonamides in the 1930s and the subsequent development of antibiotics from the 1940s onwards, there have now been many drugs developed which are capable of chemotherapeutic activity in a patient infected by a susceptible micro-organism. This review is concerned with precise descriptions of important groups of antimicrobial drugs, with emphasis being placed on the more recently developed drugs. With each group of drugs the pharmacology, major therapeutic indications, dosages and adverse reactions are discussed. Part I of the article discusses the sulphonamides, the natural and semi-synthetic penicillins, cotrimoxazole, chloramphenicol, tetracyclines, the macrolides, lincomycin and clindamycin, fusidic acid, and the urinary antiseptics. The place of each in therapy is defined.